noun
late in developing or flowering

Serotine

Serotine is a distinctively multisensory building, one
that completely rethinks the sights, sounds, and

smells of a retired brutalist structure through new,
lightweight additions. These additions touch the earth
lightly. They do not erode, disturb or infringe upon land.
Rather, Serotine elevates and edifies. It stimulates and
brightens, it generously provides. Serotine gives rise to
a restored landscape, to nurture a restored community.

“The existing monuments form an ideal order among
themselves, which is modified by the introduction of
the new (the really new) work of art among them. The
existing order is complete before the new work arrives;
for order to persist after the supervention of novelty,
the ‘whole’ existing order must be , if ever so slightly,
altered; and so the relations, proportions, values of
each work of art toward the whole are readjusted;

and this is conformity between old and new. Whoever
has approved this idea of order ... will not find it
preposterous that the past should be altered by the
present as much as the present is directed by the past.”

In “Tradition and the Individual Talent’ (1919) by TS Eliot

Restorative & Regenerative

Indigenous land management practices
increased the availability of native food and
habitat for kangaroos, wombats, possums,
emus, and birds. The design for Serotine
deeply acknowledges this history through
a considered composition of innate motifs,
landscape practices and cultural sites of
recognition and inclusion:

Restoring Landscape
The site has been rewilded as a plains Existing
grassland and chenopod shrubland - its
precolonial condition. Cultural burning
practices are also supported.

Serotine
Annual Consumption (kWh)

Annual Consumption (kWh)

90,090

HVAC
180,180

Lighting
115,500

LED Lighting
28,875

New Equipment
65,320

Traction Lifts

15,220

Equipment
101,640

Lifts

Supporting Animals 18,480 Energy Savings
New landscape reinstates native wildlife 257872

and the wetlands provide respite for e

migratory Shorebirds on their journey 41,580

across the East Asian-Australasian Flyway.

Diverted to Serotine
Material (kg)

Demolition
Material (kg)

Metals
20,050

Bioretention Basin

Designed to support a range of critically
endangered species, many of which were
traditionally used by First Nations peoples
for bush tucker.

Concrete & Brick
30,732

103,736

Organics
22,119

Landfill

: 21,137
Plastics

12,210

Other
20,572

Zone-controlled HVAC

Recycled / Reused

The Western plaza, enclosed by a CLT
canopy is a multidiciplinary space

for art and making, connected to the
community workshop by operable
awning windows.

Rainwater is harvested from a

single source on the building’s roof,
channelled along an oversized gutter
to a filtration tank.

The on-site cafe utelises produce from
the community garden and converts
its organic waste into biogas, fueling
equipment, with anerobic digesters.

The rooftop garden is home to
produce markets, providing the local
community with access to fresh food,
grown on-site.

The amphitheatre is a platform for
community programming and cultural
events. Landscape batters are planted
with native edible groundcover.

A raised ‘skirt’ of grasses encircle the
built structure, shifting the existing
building’s visual impact on the
landscape, aligning it more distinctly
with Country, while also providing
wind protection for occupants.

7. Bioretention
8. Bus Station
9. EV Carpark

4. Amphitheatre
5. Solar Array
6. Urban Farm

1:500 @ 1. Natural Pool
2. Wetland

3. Wind Farm

Site Plan

Architectural Design

With an extensive
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understanding of brutalist
architecture, including its
rarity in Australia, it was

of utmost importance that
the character and spatial
relationships of the existing
building be preserved.

Pedestrian & Cyclist

e

Public Transport

Civic Interconnectivity
Net Positive Water

As the former office for the
Melbourne & Metropolitan
Board of Works, the public
utility board responsible for
Melbourne’s water supply
and sewage treatment
infrastructure, Serotine
visually and quantifiably
celebrates the structure’s
bygone purpose.

Dy
[ Wind Farm |

® Geothermal Heat Pump

100% Renewable Energy

EV Car Charging
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